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June 12, 1978
T0: William Turney, Chief
Burssau of Enviroomantal Protection

FROM: Jim Miller, Water Qual Specialist
Water Quslity Division{ |~

SUBJECT: Alleged Disposal of Hass Materials at the Keat County
Sumnary

Betwesu April 17 and May 3, 1978 nonhasardous selid material comsisting
of crushed empty barrels, wooden pallets and slightly contaminsted sand
from the Story cleanup was daposited in the Keat County Landfill {a
Plainfield Township.

Persons from the Resource Recovery Divisioan, Kent County Health Departmant
and Keat County Department of Public Works were comtacted ralative to
this matter. No special authorization was sought for this disposal
option becauss the solid material ia question was not of s hazardous
nature. Special emphasis should be given to the fact that ne chemical
waste par se was transported to the Kent County landfill as a conssquense
of this clesanup. All persons cantacted relative to this site spoke
highly of the protection of groundwater at this facility. All persons
contacted further mentionsd the noohasardous permit stipulstioan. Accordingly,
a great deal of cara was taken to insure that hasardous or poteatially
hasardous matsrial resulting from this ¢lesnup was mot transported to

the Kent County landfill.

In early April 1978, I contacted beth Ron Mosier and Len Zulewski relative
to the Kent Cowaty lendfill in Plsinfield Township. Those individuals
indicated the £ill had sceeptable gsology for nonhasardous solid waste,
but beth informed ms of the permit limitation which forbid disposal

of hazardous waste at that site. I was referraed te the Health Department
vho in turn referred we to Mr. Dave Despres of the Keat County Departmsnt
of Public Works. Mr. Despres alseo informed me of the nenhasardous requirements
and discussed the leschate colleection system with =s at great lemgth.
Despres indicated that the leachats would be discharged to a essnitary
sever for further treatmsnt when and if any contazmiestion from rofuse
disposal was detected. I viaitad the site and although I naver asked

to see the operator's license, the high velume of traffic led me to
sssums that the operation of this landfill was going on with the full
knowledge of all State and local officals. I vae impressed with the
clean housekeeping employed by the operators and emamined a lined pond
which I was told contsined leachate water. I observed several aguatie
insects in this clesr water and detected no odor.



After further'discussions with Dave Despres the first load of crushed
empty barrels was deliverad to the site April 17, 1978. S8ince I was
couvinced and remained convinced that the sclid material in question
vas not hasardous and presents absolutely mo threat to the groundwater
beyond that presented by ordinary refuse I saw no nsed to seek any
special authorizatiom.

On April 26, I again contacted Mr. Despres relative to disposing of

soms incidentally conteminated sand. The sand in question vas extremely
dry and only trsce amounts of organic solvents such as toluene and
xylsne were detected by gas chromotography. Aceording to Dr. Bedford

of our Laboratory that section does not ordinarily attempt to quantify
reaults of this nsture but stated off the record that the trace concentrations
would most likaly be betwesen 1 and 10 milligrams per killigram or parts
per million. As & matter of fact, based on our discussions, Mr. Despres
felt that the landfill would ba abls to use the material for temporary
cover. I discussed the situstion with Dave Despres and was couvinced
and remsin convinced that this material was not hasardous snd presents
no threat to the waters of the State beyond that presented by disposal
of ordinary refuse. Accordingly, the sand was disposed of at the Kent
County Landfill beginning April 27, 1978. No material of any nature
vas transported to the Keat County Landfill after May 3, 1978.

Plesse contact me if you are in msed of further {nformstion relative
to this matter. '
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